
California Integrated Waste Management Board (CIWMB) 

Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR) Framework  - Checklist 

This checklist, derived from the CIWMB EPR Framework document, can assist in the development of new 

legislation or to evaluate existing or proposed programs by ensuring a comprehensive evaluation of key 

components necessary to effectively implement EPR programs.  Some elements below may not be applicable, 

depending on the particular product. 

  Does the program… 

1  Scope: define what is covered and what is exempt? Does it cover internet sales, if applicable? 

2  Scope: cover new, historic, and orphan products? 

3  Scope: are definitions consistent with Framework? (e.g., producer (manufacturer or responsible 

party), EPR, stewardship organization, product stewardship plan) 

4  Purpose: provide targets or goals?  

5  Plans: identify producers as being responsible for developing plans and is there a plan approval 

process defined?    

6  Plans: provide a plan submission/approval process? 

7  Incentive: allow independent and collective manufacturer programs? 

8  Effectiveness: require measurement? If yes, does it appear feasible? 

9  Effectiveness: define reporting requirements?    

10  Effectiveness: have feedback loops so stakeholders learn about problems? 

11  Effectiveness: adhere to the State’s solid waste hierarchy or otherwise ensure products are 

managed for highest use or proper disposal if hazardous and not recyclable? 

12  Effectiveness – minimum environmental requirements: ensure minimum environmental 

performance levels and provide incentives to surpass those levels? (e.g., product performance 

standards, EOL management systems, and/or covering recycling/recovery facilities)   

13  Effectiveness – require best management practices (BMP): require BMPs for handling and 

various types of collection systems?  

14  Fairness: grant authority to a state agency (or other entity) for oversight and enforcement?   If 

more than one entity, are roles and responsibilities clearly defined? 

15  Fairness: establish and collect penalties for non-compliance? 

16  Fairness: establish transparency and accountability mechanisms? 

17  Fairness: require coverage throughout the state, both urban and rural, at a level necessary to meet 

any performance standards? 

18  Financing: make those who benefit from a product, pay the EOL costs?   

19  Financing:  use front-end financing mechanisms? (e.g., point-of-manufacture or point-of-sale as 

opposed to end-of-life fees) 

20  Product design: provide mechanisms/incentives to drive product design for environmental 

improvement? (e.g., use product standards with exemptions)  

21  Education and outreach: require marketing, outreach, training and/or education of stakeholders, 

including outreach to consumers?  

 

http://www.ciwmb.ca.gov/EPR/Framework/Framework.pdf

